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Nicaragua .

Convincing -
photos make
case against

By Cord Mavyer :

WASHINGTONY

"I'HE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION bay.
irrefutable proof that the Sandinista re-.
-gime is lying when it denies that Nicara-s
gran territory is being used, with Cubar?
kelp, to fuznel large amouszts of arms agd’,
trained guerrilla manpower into the Sajr.
vadoraninsurgency. - . - I

: -
‘ But in the face of widespread public.
.skepticism both here and abroad, the ad-
‘ministration delayed until this week ity
revealing the aerial photcgraphy that
shows the extent of the internal Nicaras;
gran military builduo. The Reagan tearn:
is still wrestling with the dilemma of how
to disclose the equally hard evidence 'of:
jextensive Sandinista support to the Salva<~:
doran guerrillas, without blowing inteli-
'gence sources and methods. - '
' The recent inadvertent use by Secre-"
tary of State Haig of a phony photograph;
to prove the Sandinistas guilty of atroci-,
ties made it appear that the administra:’
tion was grasping at straws to prove its’
.case. But, in fact, long before this week's’
public showing of the- photography, the:
State Department had been extraordi-

narily successful in usirg this eviderce:

behind the sceres to make true believers
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of even the most hardered skeptics in for- ’

eign countries. .

Last year, Haig was quick to recogniza
the critical importance of the Europeam
and Latin American social democratic’
parties in forming opinion toward evenis:
in Central America. Since these parties
had initially celebrated the Sandinista
overthrow of Somoza as a demccratic lib-
eration, they were reluctant to believe
that hard-line Marxists had taken over,
and Haig assigned his brightest aides and.
best ambassadors to changing minds. In a
series of secret briefings over many

_ ‘months, what most impressed sccialists

flike Felipe Gonzalez of Spain and Carlcs
‘Andres Perez of Verezuela was the'
‘American overhead photography, somecfs
which was finally shown the American
"public this week. The skeptical socialigts?
icould see with their own eyes how Nicd=
Fagua was being steadily . transformed.
intoa meeacingarsenal. . .. 7 %A%

The Russian and Cuban derivation of.
ithe armameat was so clear in the photeg-
raphy that Sandinista denials of depéns
dency on Soviet arms lost all credibility?
Aerial photograpks showing burned oup
Miskito indian villages corroborated
charges of extensive repression. "ty

* _To the question of why such convincing:

evidence has been secretly shown to fog-
eigners but withheld so long from the
American public, Reagan officials repiy’
that in private briefings photographs eabe
be shown and then retrieved, while ozcey
published in the press they become avail~
able to everybody, including the Soviats., ™
‘ The guardiars of ‘the most advanced

- 'American satellite’ technology remiin!

convinced that the U.S. still has a com4
‘manding lead in the ];:recision of its high<
resolution photography. To expcse to th

Russiars the full extent of that advantags
by allowing them to study actual photo-=
graphs wonld, it is feared, give them in3
valuable help in refihing their deception
and camouflage techniques. It is for this

-

-Nicaragua. With his credibility now.on
“the line, President Reagan finally moysd

¥ “close to being an impartial court of last

‘mittees reported that there was “con-

- cans as to what to do about Nicaragpan

STAT

TEEIRVET U TOT QU VEOLTY SITIULS
photography was included in this week's
public briefing. _ '

Since it is less accurate, the photogra-
phy from high-flying U-2 planes does ot
have to be withheld irom Soviet scrutiny;
Its release to the American pudlic was
long delayed because of State Depart:
meat concern that its publication might
be taken as an admission that the US. has
engaged in unauthorized flights overp

to break this impasse and to order rée-
lease of the U-2 photographs. N

As the administration has clearly ims=
plied in its accusations that the logistical
flow and battlefield strategy in El Salva-
Gor are being controlled from sites in
Nicaragua, the arcane and super-secret
National Secevrity- Ageney must have
some access to Sandigista lines of com-
munication. This irrefutable proof of San;
dinista command and control has beén
closely held for obviors reasons, but CIA
Director William Casey has presented i}
in detail recently to the House and Senate
intelligence committees., - N A

These two bipartisan committees, with
their specially-cleared staffs and full‘ac-
cess to all intelligence information, come

resort on intelligence matters. However,
the American and foreign madia gave lit~
tle coverage last week to the significance:
of the fact that the chairmen of both com-

vincing” evidence that the Sandinista
government is training, arming and sup-
porting the Salvadoran insurgents with
Cubanhelp.- . . cur
-With this bipartisan congressionzl
firding clearly on the record after an im-
partial reviéw of all the evidence, there.is-
plenty of room for debate among Ameri-

intervention buy no reasonablz doubt that
this intervention is a massive-and conti>-
uing reality. . T
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